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Regarding the characteristics of myth in various mythological approaches, it is evident that
myth functions in the culture, society, mind, or psyche of human beings, has a collective
aspect, is connected to an unconscious or preconscious state, and finally has a normative
dimension. These characteristics make social ontology an appropriate place for the analysis
of myths. Following the ideas of some social ontologists such as Searl or Tuomela, myth can
be considered an institutional fact. However, according to the dominant approach in social
ontology in the contemporary analytic tradition, all institutional facts are implicated by
individual or collective intentionality. We argue that the peculiarity of myth’s connection with
the unconscious state challenges all subcategories of the dominant approach in contemporary
social ontology; hence, a shortcoming of the dominant approaches in analyzing myth as an
intuitional fact.
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