ISSN: 2873-1973; Philosophical Thought. 2026,6(1):1-18.

TR

[T
¢

-
=
=

The Challenge of Near-Death Experiences to Brain-Based Explanations .
of Moral Perception; Evaluating the Competing Hypotheses

10.58209/jpt.6.1.1

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article Type
Original Research

Authors

Biokafi E.*

Department of Ethics, Faculty of
Theology, Qom University, Qom, Iran
Fazeli S.A.

Department of Ethics, Faculty of
Theology, Qom University, Qom, Iran

How to cite this article

Biokafi E, Fazeli SA. The Challenge
of Near-Death Experiences to
Brain-Based Explanations of

Moral Perception; Evaluating the

Competing
Philosophical
2026;6(1):1-18.

Hypotheses.
Thought.

*Correspondence

Address: Department of Ethics,
Faculty of Theology, Qom University,
Al-Ghadir Boulevard, Qom, Iran.
Postal Code: 3716146611

Phone: +98 (25) 32806311
biukafy@gmail.com

Article History

Received: September 6, 2025
Accepted: October 22,2025
ePublished: January 6, 2026

Over the last three decades, a large number of researchers in the field of ethics have examined
the role of the brain in moral perception. Accordingly, hundreds of studies using various
approaches have been conducted across regions worldwide. The results of these studies have
shown the decisive role of different parts of the brain in the formation of moral perceptions.
However, another branch of research that focuses on the study of near-death experiences
provides numerous reports of moral perception in people whose brain activity has stopped.
The results of these studies contradict those of moral neuroscience research. By reviewing
these two groups of research, this article examines five explanatory hypotheses about the
origin of moral perceptions and compares their explanatory power using the criterion of “best
explanation”. An examination of these hypotheses shows that those that provide a more complex,
multidimensional model of moral perception have greater explanatory power than the evidence
from the studies mentioned earliers.

Keywords Near-Death Experiences; Moral Perception; Moral Neuroscience; Inference to the
Best Explanation; Explanatory Virtues; Transcendental Dimension
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