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The distinction between existence and essence is often presented as the distinguishing
feature of Farabi and Avicenna’s philosophy compared with Aristotelian philosophy. However,
commentators and researchers have long contested how to interpret this principle. Some
believe existence and essence have a real, metaphysical distinction, while others see their
distinction as merely a product of mental abstraction and analysis. Nasir al-Din al-Tusi, in
his response to Fakhr al-Din al-Razi’s objections, asserts that the attribution of existence to
essence is solely a result of mental analysis. A careful examination of Tusi’s statements in the
Fourth Namat of Isharat wa Tanbihat reveals that, in various contexts, his words seem to imply
an external distinction between existence and essence, and perhaps even the separation and
precedence of essence over existence. However, potential solutions can reconcile the various
claims and statements made by Tusi.
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