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Abstract

"Eternal necessity" is a key concept in Islamic modal logic; its nature and relationship
to "absolute necessity” have long been debated among Avicennian logicians. An
examination of Ibn Sina’s works shows that his use of terms such as "permanence”
(dawam) and "everlastingness" (lam yazal wa-la yazal), along with theological
examples, shaped diverse interpretations of eternal necessity in the subsequent
logical tradition. This study addresses two primary questions: the relationship
between absolute necessity and eternal necessity, and the criterion for eternity within
this specific type of necessity. Disagreements among Muslim logicians stem largely
from varying interpretations of Ibn Sina’s expressions—specifically regarding how the
relationship between permanence, necessity, and eternity is understood. Two major
approaches to explaining eternal necessity emerged within the Avicennian logical
tradition: one attributes eternity to the subject's essence, and the other views eternity
as the permanence of the relationship between the subject and the predicate. This
distinction has played a pivotal role in the evolution of the concept of eternal necessity
in Islamic logic.
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